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STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU

The ‘boom™ of firecrackers
could be heard across the ci-
ty on Sunday even as people
in various areas reported
haze. Rain in parts of the city
did not dampen bursting of
crackers. In many areas, pe-
ople started bursting fire-
crackers as soon as it
stopped raining on Sunday
evening.

Meera D., a resident of
Malleshpalya, said she could
not even step out of her
house on Saturday evening
as the air outside was thick
with the smoke of crackers.
“Bursting of crackers went
on beyond 11 p.m. What wor-
ries us more is the fact that
there could be more people
bursting crackers on Monday
as against on Sunday and Sa-
turday,” she said.

Vijay Nishanth, activist and
urban conservationist, said
enforcement of the ban on
the sales of “regular” crackers
was not strict and restrictions
on the timings of bursting

THE HINDU
Deepavali not entirely dimmed by pandemic

Many say enforcement of ban on sale of regular’ crackers wasnt strict, rule on timings not followed

crackers was not at all fol-
lowed. Regulations a few days
before the festival was just an
“eyewash”, he said.

“Talks and actions on reg-
ulating production and tran-
sportation of firecrackers
should begin months earlier.
Until then, nothing is going
to change,” he said.

N. Deepak, a resident of
HSR Layout, said the govern-
ment’s order to allow the use
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People shopping for crackers at Rajajinagar in Bengaluru on Sunday. =« muraL kuMss

of only “green crackers” had
been “ineffective” because
by the time the government
specified what “green crack-
ers” meant, many had alrea-
dy purchased firecrackers
and arrangements were in
place for the sales of all kinds
of crackers.

“is far as enforcement of
timings is concerned, people
are hardly aware of it and I
do not see anyone taking ac-

tion against those violating
the rules or anyone de-
ployed for its enforcement,”
he said.

Meanwhile, KSPCE offi-
cials said they were facing
roadblocks during enforce-
ment. “The other day, when
our officials along with the
police went to take action
against shops that were sell-
ing non-green crackersin Ra-
jajinagar, they faced resis-

Three cases
of eye injury

STAFF REPORTER

BENGALURU

The State-run Minto
Ophthalmic Hospital
reported three cases related
to eye injury on Sunday. A
13-year-old boy watching
people bursting crackers near
his house at Sampi i
Layout was hit by a bijli
cracker on his left eye. He has
developed lamellar corneal
tear with epithelial defect,
doctors said.

In a similar case, a 4-year-
old boy was injured in the lefi
eye while watching people
burst crackers on Magadi
Road. He has developed
epithelial defects, doctors
said. A ll-year-old boy was
injured by crackers at
Sunkadakatte, doctors said.

tance from the public, apart
from the sellers,” an official
said.




1,565 COVID-19 cases
reported in State

STAFF REPORTER
EENGALUEL
As many as 1,565 COVID-19
cases were reported in the
State on Sunday. With this,
the total number of CO-
VID-19 cases in Karnataka
stands at 8.61 lakh. Of the
new cases, 840 were report-
ed in Bengaluru.
Meanwhile, there were
2,363 were discharged, tak-
ing the total recoveries to
8.22 lakh.

21 deaths

According to a media bulle-
tin issued by the Depart-
ment of Health and Family
Welfare, as many as 21 new
deaths were reported on
Sunday, taking the total
number of fatalities in the
State to 11,529, Out of the to-

COVID-19 update

Mumber of positive
cases reported in
Bengaluru Urban on

Nov 15: 840
Total cases 3,57,280

ActiveCase 18,171
Discharged 3,35,105

*
Deaths b+1

¥ One person died of ather
CALIEES

tal 27,146 active cases, 746
patients are admitted in in-
tensive care units in diffe-
rent hospitals across the
State.

As many as 99,606 tests
were conducted on Satur-
day and the test positivity
rate for the day was 1.57%,
while the case fatality rate
for the day stood at 1.34%.




Footpaths damaged
Sir, — Footpaths on both
sides of Kammanahalli

main road, from
Kammanahalli circle to Jal

Vayu Vihar, were

reconstructed sometime
ago by laying new tiles and
installing bollards, which
was a good initiative. Soon
after the work, however,
the footpath got sunk at a

number of places, leaving
uneven surface which
reflects badly on the quality
of work. I request the
authorities to get the
damaged spots repaired at
the earliest.

E.M VARKEY,

Hengalur
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A.P. cases register a drop, Kerala tops 4,500

Test positivity rate in Andhra Pradesh at 1.98%:; Tamil Nadu reports 1,819 fresh cases

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Kerala's COVID-19 case graph
moved up slowly to a cumu-
lative 5,24,998 cases, with
4,581 new cases on Sunday
from 46,126 samples. The
test positivity rate was below
10 at 9.93%.

The State's toll rose to
1,869, with the addition of 21
deaths. Thiruvananthapu-
ram accounted for five
deaths, Thrissur and Kannur
four each, Palakkad and Ma-
lappuram three each and
Wayanad one death.Kozhi-
kode district reported 574
cases, Malappuram 558, Ala-

puzha 496, Ernakulam 489,
Thrissur 425, Palakkad 416,
Kollam 341, Thiruvananthap-
uram 314, Kottayam 266,
Kannur 203, Pathanamthitta
171, Idukki 165, Wayanad 101
and Kasaragod 62 cases.

In Telangana, only 661
cases were recorded on Sa-
turday as 21,264 people were
tested. Usually, around
40,000 to 45,000 samples
were tested in a day. Three
deaths were reported on Sa-
turday. The new cases on Sa-
turday included 167 from
Greater Hyderabad, 57 from
Rangareddy and 45 from
Medchal-Malkajgiri. Na-
rayvanpet had zero cases, and
there were two each from
Kumaram Bheem Asifabad,
Rajanna-Sircilla, and

Yadadri-Bhuvanagiri.

Andhra Pradesh reported
1,056 new infections and 14
deaths on Sunday. It was the
lowest single-day tally in four
months. The daily positivity
rate was one of the lowest at
1.98% from 53,215 samples.
The overall positivity rate for
91.54 lakh samples was 9.3%.

The number of persons
testing positive for COVID-19
in Tamil Nadu remained be-
low 2,000 with 1,819 fresh
cases reported on Sunday.
The tally of active cases in
the State stood at 16,441, As
on date 7,58,191 persons
have tested positive for the
infection.

(With inputs from Vijaya-
wada, Hyderabad, and
Chennai bureaus)
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DECCAN HERALD

Rural India as bad as
urban in toxic air

KALYAN RAY
NEW DELHI, DHNS

l ] rban India routinely
makes news for its air
pollution, but a new

Indo-US study has shown that

rural India is no better when it

comes to toxic air.

When scientists from the
Indian Institute of Technol-
ogy, Bombay, and Colorado
State University calculated the
amount of PM2.5 (dust parti-
cles of 2.5 micron size) across
India from satellite measure-
ments, they did not find much
difference in pollution levels
between urbanandrural areas.

INDIA
CASES ON
SUNDAY

Saturday’s cases: 41,100
Deaths: 447

“We wished to definitively
evaluate non-urban versus
urban impact of air pollution
through the use of all-India
data at high spatial resolution
(about 4.5 km) for a whole
year,” said Chandra Venkata-
raman, a professorat II'T Bom-
bayand one of theresearchers
involved in the study.

» Pollution, Page 4

KARNATAKA
CASESON
SUNDAY

Saturday's cases: 2,154
Deaths: 17

TILL 9.45 PM, SOURCE: DHNS/PTI




Deepavali safer this year,
fewer eye injuries reported

All fireworks-related cases
involved only children

v

AMHIL HADIDAL
BENGALUIRLL, DHNS

n the days running up to Dee-
Ipav:lli.. doctors and other maed-

ical professionals were waiting
with hated breath for an inflow of
people with cracker-related inju-
riess, primarily related wothe eves.
However, the actual nmbers have
surprised them.

Doctiors ol eve specially liospi-
tals across the city had recorded
very few casesin the first 30 howrs
of the festival, which in previous
yesars wikhd seescoves of patients.

D Sujatha Rathod, Director,
Minto Hospital, ained that
last vear, the hospital had treated
eirly G0 people for Arewirks-re
lared eyeinjuries,

“This year, since the festival
began on Saturday, we haove had
thiee cases,” D Sujathiexplsined.
She. however, explained that they
normally tracked fireworks-refar-
e imjuries for up to three days al-
ter theend of Despavali every vear,

Anasther four cases were reported
by Naragana Nethralaya as of B pm
on Sunday night.

All ol the eases repored so far
have been children.

At Minto, the first is a 12-year
old and a resident of Vijayanagar,
whise family told the doctors that
hee was not even participating in

the games.

“We were tobd thar he was just
i bystander, erther passing by or
watching somebody else leahiting a
Aower pot,” Dy Sujatha explained

Thee beny's medical report shows
Fiiin s b s Mered smiperficial
burms 1o the nose and the medial
sides of the upper evelids, bat it is
the comdition of the eves that wor-
ries the doctors the most. He has
suffered a cormseal abrasion, which
has prompeted adrop in vision,

“We have pur a patch to allow
the comeal epithehal defect to
heal Cvertime, we hope there will
bee oo cemitral scarring, which can
impair vision.”

Hiwever, the number of cases

A 12-year-old boy being treated
it MV, [ PO S RALUILIAT

appeared foincrexse when twoin-
Juneswere reported within a span
of o few hours on Y.

The Grst was a L3-vear-old m
Snmpl e Halli Layout whowas in-
jured after standing near a chain
albigli irecrackers. The boy issand
o have suilffered alamellarcorneal
tear after multiple foreign bodies
entered hiseve. Minto sad the boy
iis it be ndmitted for further clini-
ciil managemeiit.

The second s a four-year-okd
Iany from Magadi Road, who was
also described a3 being o bvstand-
e Thie by his suffered a conjunc-
tival tear afver fragments from a
Iijli firecracker entered his eve,

The four cases ar Narayana Ne-
thraduyn were described as minor
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Air quality better
than last year

An afficial from the Karmns-
tﬂmﬁutl’blmhnpumrd

the air level quality during
the first 30 hours of the
festival has been substantial-

Ty better than the previous

injuries. According to a hospital
spolesperson, three are honsrang-
kg framm fve to 17 veard. The other
s a three-year-old girl.

Meamwhile, at Shekar Hospital,
Usha Keshav, Chief Operating OF-
ficer: clarified] that the hospital had
notregisterad any freworks-rels-
ed injuries so far,

“Laest vear, there were about 15
cases, but there have been noneso
far." Usha said.

A spokesperson for Vikram
Hospital and Dr Agarwal's Eye
Haospital also reported zero cases.




Anjanapura metro line

may open by Nov-end

BENGALURLL, DHMS

he Commissioner of Railway
I Safety (CRS) will inspect the
metro line between Yelachena-

halli and Anjanapura in southern
Bengaluru on November 18 and 19,
setting thestage for the inauguration
of Reach 4B, the firstunder Phase 2.

Reliable sources have told DA that
the CRS, Southern Circle, will carry
put the statutory inspection of the
Reach 4B section on the two days. A
detailed assessment of the infrastruc-
ture, including civil, signalling and
telecommunication and others, will
be carried outin the following days.

If all the systems, including
train and passenger safety svs-
tems, meet the standards, the CRSis
expected to approve the commercial
operation of trains within a week.

With this, there are hopes that the
Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation
Limited (BMRCL), which had set a
November deadline for opening the
metro line to the public, can hope to
achieve it.

The CRS is also the commissioner
of metro rail safery (CMRS).

“There are examples of the met-
ro lines getting the CMES approval
within three days if all the systems
are found satisfactory. Since safety
ASSESSMEent is a serious issue, it is
left to the discretion of the CMRS to
give the green signal after assessing
the details. He can approve it in three
days or take weeks. He may also sug-
gest minor corrections,” the source
told DH.

When asked, BMRCL Managing
Director Ajay Seth refused to com-
ment on the date of the inspection.
“Itis true that the inspection will take
place shortly. We are hopeful that by
the end of November, we will be ready
to commission the line,” he said.

Another source cautioned that
the commissioning of the metro line
would also depend on the convenience
of politicians from state and central
governments. “This is a joint project
of the state and the Centre, We need
to invite ministers and leaders from
both the governments, Considering
the pandemic, the details of the in-
auguration need to be thrashed out
after the CRS clearance comes,” the
source said.
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Sunday evening rainin many
areas, more likely in next 2 days

BENGALURU, DHNS: Several
parts of the city received mod-
erate toslightly heavyrainfall
on Sunday evening. The met
department has forecast rain-
fall over BBMP areas for the
next two days.

The sky which remained
overcast until evening gave
way to heavy showers in Na-
gavara, Kadugondanahalli,
Kaval Byrasandra and parts
of Mahadevapura, with the
rainfall ranging from 16.5
mm to 21 mm.

Jayanagar, Basvanagudi,
BTM Layout, Banashankari
and Sarakki received moder-
aterainfall, according todata
from the Karnataka State
Natural Disaster Monitoring
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Centre (KSNDMC).

RT Nagar, Sanjaynagar,
Hebbal, Amrutahalli and
parts of Sadashivanagar also
received showers.

The BBMP control room
said it had not received any
complaints of tree fall or
casualty. “Parts of the city
had received good amounts
of rain on Friday night, too.
Some places received heavy
rain on Sunday but we have
not received any complaint,”
an official said.

The KSNDMC said that
scattered to fairly wide-
spread lighttomoderate rains
are likely to occur over the
BBMP area for the next two
days.




Int'l returnees
exempted from

home quarantine

‘RT-PCR -ve report
within 72 hours of
journey will suffice’

v

SURAKSHA P
BENGALURU, DHNS

P Inwi international pas-
sengers arriving in Kar-
nataka with a negative

RT-PCR test report need not

havetoundergoal4-dayhome

quarantine asmandatedin the
government’s August 7 guide-
lines.

As per the latest protocol

issued by the Health depart-

facility available at the airports
to undergo RT-PCR testing
(where such provisions exist).
The cost of Covid-19 test, if
done, will be borne by the pas-
sengers themselves as per the
rates fixed by the government.

International passengers
arriving without RT-PCR neg-
ative certificate and not opting
for RT-PCR test at airport (if
facility is available)/ arriving at
an airport where testing facil-
ity 1s not available will have to
undergo mandatory 14 days of
home quarantine,

If there are any symptoms
within 14 days of arrival, the
passenger has to self-re-
port. Foranybodyarriving with
symptoms, immediate testing
will be done. Screening of all




ment, international passen-
gers arriving in the state will
be exempted from the 14-day
homequarantineiftheysubmit
a negative RT-PCR report for
the test conducted within 72
hours prior toundertaking the
journey.

The test report should be
uploaded for consideration on
the Air Suvidha portal: www.
newdelhiairport.in/airsuvidha/
apho registration along with a
self-declaration form with
respect to authenticity of the
report (will be liable for crimi-
nal prosecution if found other-
wise). Thetestreportcouldalso
be produceduponarrivalatthe
point of entry at an airport in
Karnataka.

International passengers ar-
riving withoutan RT-PCR neg-
ative certificate and wishing to
seek exemption from home
quarantine may also avail the

passengers will continue as it
iscurrently being done.

A circular to this effect was
issued by the Health depart-
ment on November 13. The
circular is based on the Union
government's November 5
guidelines.

Certain categories are ex-
empted from quarantine even
if they cannot produce a RT-
PCR negative certificate. The
circular says, “Only for com-
pelling reasons/cases ofhuman
distress such as pregnancy,
death in family, serious illness
and parent(s) with children
of the age of 10 years or below
and not having a negative RT-
PCR report shall be permitted
toself-monitor their health for
14 days from date of arrival in
India. However, if theydevelop
any Covid-like symptoms, they
shallimmediatelyseek medical
consultation.”
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Rain lashes part of state; more
forecast in coastal region

BENGALURU, DHNS: Over-
cast conditions coupled with
scattered light-to- moderate
showers are forecast for parts
of South Interior Karnataka
and coastal region in the next
fewdays.

On Sunday, light showers
ranging from 8 to 15 mm were
reported in several places in
Bengaluru. Highest rainfall
during theday (asat9 pm)was
at parts of Bangarpet taluk in
Kolar district, which received
up to 42 mm rainfall. Mysuru,
Mandya, Bengaluru Rural, Ra-
managaraand Tumakuruwere
amongthedistrictsthatrecord-
ed rainfall during the day.

After bountiful spells of rain
during the last three months,
Karnataka has received below
normal showers in the first
half of November. According
to Karnataka State Natural
Disaster Monitoring Cell,
Karnataka hasreceived 11 mm
during the fortnight, against a
normal of 26 mm during the
period.

There was an appreciable
fallintemperature-two to four
degrees below minimum tem-
peratures - in parts of Central
and South Interior Karnataka.
Lowest temperaturerecorded
in Karnataka was at Davan-
agere at 14 degree Celsius.




THE NEW INDIAN EXPRESS

BBMP identifies, valuates its
properties, assesses lease papers

BOSKY KHANNA @Bengabey

AN exercise by the estate wing
of Bruhat Bengahiru Mahana-
gara Palike (BBMP)to bring all
properties under its ambit has
found that the lease of 113 prop-
erties needs to be taken back.

In the past four months,
BEMP identified 6828 proper-
ties In the eity and brought
them under its ambit. It isalso
fixing the notional value of
these properties

So far, of the 6,828 properties,
324 properties worth Rs 4554 64
crore were leased to govern-
ment agencies, and 2356 proper-
ties, worth Rs 3579.54 crore,
were leased to commercial
units, which are now being
cheched,

“Of the 235 properties, the
lease of 113 properties has ex-
pired, and we are on the fast
track to get them back. as the

notional value is high, Some
whocontinue toenjoy the prop-
ertiesevenafter the lease agree-
ment is over, are demanding
that old financial revision
should continue, However, we
are Keen on new guidance val-
ues as they will improve
BEMP's financial condition
also,” a senior BBMP official
told THIE.

The official said a notice was
served to all 235 commercial
property tenants to bring their
lease documents for verifica-
tion also. "“This is the first time
theexercise of ascertaining the
exact value of all properties
under the corporat ion's owner-
ship is being done, to Know
their exact asset value,” the of-
ficial added.

Apart from this, the assess-
ment of all other properties,
including pedestrian spaces,
using Property ldentification
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Numbers, is also being dome to
ascertaln their ownership. In
cases where there are encroach-
ments, details are being
checked with maps and reve-
nue department records. “0f
the 6 828 properties, 1,020 are
parks and playgrounds, 205
lakes, and many other open
spaces. The notional value of
these properties s not being
fixed as they will not be
touched, even if BEMP has to
mortgage Its properties. The
notional valoe of all the other
properties is being fixed based
on current guldance value and
will be revised when guidance
values are revised nexi year A
detailed study of all propert ies
in newly added areas of Ben-
galuru is being done, because
there are many vacant sites
and a sudden nushrooming of
comstruction activities™ the of-
ficial explained.




‘Most Covid victims were diabetic, hypertensive’

RANJANI MADHAVAN @8angshey

A Covid death audit until No-
vember 8 at Bowring and Lady
Curzon Medical College and
Research Institute, a govern-
ment hospital, found thata ma-
jority of the victims were dia-
betic (119 patients) or
hypertensive (99 patients), To-
tally there have been 221 Covid
deaths in this hospltal,

“Diabetic and hypertensive
patients are immunecompro-
mised and are susceptible to
secondary infections. Once
they have a viral infection like
Covid, their blood sugar levels
rise, while their lungs are af-
fected by the virus, In such a
situation, they cannot recover.
In hypertension patients, the
heart s affected and when they
contract Covid-19, they may
suffer viral myocarditis, which
is Inflammation of the heart
muscles, leading to death,” said
Dr Manoj Kumar, dean and di-
rector, Bowing College and
Hospital,

In Bowring, nine patients
stayed for less than an hour be-
fore succumbing to the virus,
17 people stayed for less than
six hours before passing away,
18 people were in hospital for 6
to 12 hours, 16 people stayed be-
tween 12 to 24 hours, 79 people
were admitted for 1 to 5 days,
and 84 people stayed for more
than five days.

As per Dr Mahesh DM, con-
sultant, Endocrinology, Aster

Bowring Death Audit

NOOF
229" Toca cnoue
50

FATALITIES COMORBIDITIES

Blto 70 no Diabetes
ah 710 80 3a |schemic hu;'!t
ia 4] to 50 15 Acute Kidney Injury/

Chronic Kidney Disease
L il 9 Thyrold [llness
21030 76 6 Malignaney

CMI1 Hospital, both diabetes sugar levels,

Type 1 and 2 are chronic dis-
eases that produce high sugar
levels in the blood (or blood gl
cose). In diabetics, the body
may reduce insulin production
which transforms body glucose
into energy. Consequently gl
cose bullds up in the body and
in severe cases, diabetics have
to take insulin o reduce blood
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“Regardless of the diabetes
type, the Immune system gets
compromised and the patient
begomes more prone Lo corona-
virus, which thrives in a con-
text of elevated blood glucose,
Elderly patients, particulardy,
are more susceptible to the ef-
fects of Covid-19 in a diabetes
context Studies have shown a

strong link between controlled
blood sugar and lower inflam-
matory markers, while high
blood sugar can lead to severe
complications or even cause
death.” Dr Mahesh sald.

The largest category of pa-
tients who passed away in Bow-
ring Hospital fell in the 61 to 70
age group (50 patients), fol-
lowed by the 51 to 60 age group
{47 patients), 71 to 80 age group
(44 patients), 41 to 50 age group
(38 patients), 31 to 40 years (17
patients), 21 to 30 vears (8 pa-
tients) and 11 to 20 vears (2 pa-
tlents). Of the 221 deaths, 145
were male and 76 were female.

Dr Ravindra Mehta, senior
consultant and HOD, Pulmaonaol-
ogy and Interventional Pulmo-
nology, Apollo Speciality Hospi-
tals, said not enough research
hasbeen done to know the exact
mechanism by which diabetes
and hypertension leads to death
in Covid patients,

However, what we do know is
what happens between the vi-
rus and immume system,

“Statistically, having diabe-
tes and hvpertension increases
the risk of mortality in Covid
patients. They also alter the im-
mune system, by affecting the
body's ability to fight the virus.
A disbetic having insulin re-
sistance adds 1o the problem. If
we give them steroids, sugar
levels go up The patients are
susceptible to secondary infec-
tions such as fungal ones,” Dr
Mehta sald.




50-YEAR-OLD GETS SEVERE
COMPLICATIONS WITH COVID

IFFATH FATHIMA fBengaimy

IN splte of the number
of pleas by the doctors, fore
arly reporting, if one gets
symptoms of covid, people yet
seem o be careless and come
at the last moment, when their
condition deteriorates. In one
such incident, a 50-year-old
patient who reported late with
seveéere Acute respiratory
distress syndrome (ARDS) and
was tested positive for Cow-
id-19, took 60 days for the
patient to recover in a private
hospital and even after post
recovery 1s still under
freatment.

The patient, Rekha (name
changed) was dlagosed with
severe ARDS and was a diabet-
ic patient. When she reported
to the hospital, her oxygen sat-
uration levels had dropped and
had to be given ooy pen and was
moved to the Intensive Care
Unit (ICU). Rekha's oxygen
level kept dropping and the
next method was to glve her
mechanical ventilation. “The
patient’s movEen level was very
low and she had Muctuations in
her blood pressure, as she did
not respond to oxypen she was
piven mechanical ventilation
The patients condition was
very severe and would require

longer recovery and hence a
tracheostomy (which gives a
prolonged ventilat ion support )
was done on the patient.” sald
Dr Sunil Kumar K, Consult-
ant, Inferventional Pulnonol
oy, Aster CMI Hospltal.

After 45 days of ICU admis-
sion, the patient recovered and
was moved to a general ward
but she developed critical -
ness neuropathy — a disease
of peripheral nerves, occur-

The patent's cxygen level was very
low and she had fluc tuations in
her blood pressers, a5 sha did not

respand to oxygen she was given
machanical ventilation

D Sumnil Kumnar K, Consul tant,
Inrterven tona Pulmonology,
Aster CM| Hospital
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ring as a complication of se
vere trauma or infection. “The
patient could not move her
legs and we had to provide her
with mutrition amnd carry out
physlotherapy sesslons for an-
other 15 days, after which she
was discharged in October,
but was veton ventilator™ sajd
Dr Kumar:

The patient even post recov-
ery 1s yel unable o move, and
neads support to sit or stand
and ison anti Abori tic medica-
tion. The patient even in the
month of November has still
been making visiis o the hos-
pital for physiotherapy and
pulmonary rehabilitation eve-
ry week 68 her condition is yvet
o get better: “In Rekha's case
the recovery is slow, and [t will
take sametime She still needs
oxveen support.” he added.

Dr Kumar stated that it is
& must for patient to report
early. "Reporting early can
save ones life, People need
to be sensitive to symptoms
and test themselves at eardl-
est, Checking their oxygen
level on a regular basis is a
must. And one should fol-
low all the covid norms like
social distancing, hand hy-
gejene and wearing masks
and stay away rom getting
infected with Covid.”
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Falling Covid-19 fatalities in
Nov offer hope for Karnataka

State Sees Lowest

'TESTING, TREATMENT HELPED CUT DEATHS'  India records lowest
Toll After 250 Mark 3 40 9 ms‘l_mmg:mﬂ;'g:ﬂm weekly tally since July
Five Months Ago helped reduce fatalities. O the 11,430 nidia recorded alittie over
Movsofar Oeathsrecorded up ko November 10, 30,000 Cowid caseson Sunday,
Chothaniismar at least 5,572 had hypertension, 4,167 thelowest single-day addition in
Etimesgroup.com dldrmsi!d 502 wﬁnmlu~rdnuq 155 days, due to low testingand
139 comorbidites.. e saw a 81 year-id with Diwali festivities. Theday's toll
Rengaluru: The number of (WES diabetes and Covid pneumonia recovering wis 426, the lowest in 163 days.
Covid-1deaths in Karnataka [FPSeysesg because m!mmﬂm The wesk (Nov 8-15) sawan
hag been reducing consis- = Sudhakar addition of 2,92 549 cases, asteep
tently for & month, with No- 1 3 » Fatalities in November | » After June, Karnataka fall froen 3,25, 555 fresh infections
vember reconding the lowest od ¥ 2nd week the lowest after | has seen more than recorded st week (Nov1-8). in
sinoe the toll Airst crossed the the last nine days of June | 400 deaths in all weeks fact, thiswas the lowest weekly
250 mark about five MONths  crpinstate which saw 109 deaths except July 1st week (171)  addition of cases since July. me
agn. The staie recorded 11,508

deaths asof November 14, It's the first tlme since Ju In November, Karnataks 246 deaths, and since then, all

Experts say helghtenad
awareness that lod tw eardy ho
spital admission to a dipping
positlviiy rate which Increa-
sedavailabilityof bedsanden-
od tresitment protocol are rea-

nelast weok and July first we-
ok the state has seon sofow doe
aths ever since the pandemic
began to peak. This has ral-
seq] hope of bringing the Case
Fatality Rate (CFR) below 1%

reported 340 deaths with the
past soven days seelng only
138 deaths. The number of de-
aiths last weok (Nov B-14) 1s the
lowest after the last nine days
of June which saw 100 deaths.

weeks have more than 400 de
aths with some woeks repor:
ting overa0n, Theonly other we-
ok aftor that saw less than 200
deaths is.July first week {171).

sons for the declining trend. from thecurrent 1.3%. The state ended June with K taka"s fatality rate, P 4
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DAILY RIDERSHIP PRE/POST LOCKDOWN
BUSIEST STATIONS LEAST ACCESSED

Pandemic changes

footfall dynamics v
| Kempegowda Peenya | Peemya
y Majestic | Majestic 5110 mﬁ Industry
M s __,__El;fll-_. g 3295310
65,062 ~,,,,— 6611|461
T GmSE oo I8 [ ot v
est station in September - a 33188 | r&rﬁm Ihﬂ abagh 608
Bangalur: Namma Metro's itlon 1t hald befor | araya
mmuuu;a[_li_l}’ ridership has {he Tetionivide Inekiorn 3?.&25 2198 0170 Redartoar
fallen from just under 5.21akh ~ was imposed. Byappanahal- Mysuru Road | Sampige Road Lal mﬂ
InJanuary this year wamers 11, & terminal station, was 3}_}}.‘3 | Zmﬁ, ]_l}_ﬂ e T—
30,300 in September mainly  the second busiest. hal Vivel ;
due to fear over contracting However, stations like Sir 5"“"5“
the virus and the work-from- M Visvesvaraya and Vidhama 3[]452 2-4‘;5 10531 | Road 740
home option, an RTI response  Soudha saw relatively more iﬂﬂki Vidhana
hias revealed. passengers mainty becanse of l‘[?ﬂ | Soudha 1945

Pradesp KB, a techle and
Whitefleld restdent, filed the
RTI application seeking lno-
formation on footfall and tn
a reply dated October 22,
Bengaluru Metro Rail Cor-
poration Lad (BMRCL) statexd

Iis proximity to government
estahlishments. Metro stops
near Bengaluru Clty and
Yoshwarpr ralhway staions
saw patronage drop In Sep-
tember since most train ser-
viees were suspenidl.




Whitefield ind’l park roads
put drivers’ skills to test

Iﬂmm

Bengalurn: Commiuting on
potholed roads with debris,
sand and stk lined up on el-
ther side at EPIP (Export
Promotion Indusirial Park)
zone in ' Whitefield 1s nothing
shortof anlghtmare

While potholes teem with
grave] that can throw riders

dusiries from W ooumiries.
The roads have fallen prey
D constant digeing by OFC
(optical-Nber cable) compa-
nies. To add w WwWoes,
BWSSE and Namma Metro
slies In the area are not bar-
ricaded properly. Road us-
: ors fear these work sltes
could be the reason for a
¢ major accldent soon. With
. multiple parties involved, ci-
Cdzens are porplexed about
: whom toapproach.
§ Rajan Batra, joint secret-
¢ TY of WEPPIA (Whitefleld
. Export Promodon Park In-
. dustrial Association), sald,
“Things could definitely ged
¢ Detmer If clulzens, BHMP and
. EPIP members sit together
. And dQIscuss how to Improve
¢ this place. Our higgest battle
| 18 agalnst constant dgelng m
i lay OFC cables. We have com-
. panles from all around the

We agreethat

upkeep of the roads

in that area has tobe
very good. BBMP hasalkso
made it clear if there is any
type of mad-cutting or OFC
work, it should be carried out
inan authorised manner. We
have already instructed that
all pothobes on major and
ward- level roads be covered.
Howewver, | will getfeedback
from my officers onthe state
of roads and take action

Gaurav Gupta | Bamp

A& DA ST RAT [

world working out of EPIP;
the Infrastrociume  here
should beon point. Wecannot
bet them think this B how In-
dia is.” “However, post lock-
down, Namma M®ro has
stepped up pace of work

They have notonly asphaltod
roads in a few places, bot also

committee member of Hags-
dur wand, Whitefleld, sald:
“T'his 15 a huge ward, which 15
why I recentdy rgoested
BEMP® t0 assign tWo engtl
noors. Apparently, that's not
how they work and have 198
engineers for as many wards.
It's Impossible fior one persocn
to take care of it all and also
chieck on enforcement. There
should be a separate official
for enforcEment.”

£ Jamal, a resident tn
EPTP sone, sald, “Metro work

P3

has really damaged roads. In
some areas, where wiak Is
over, roads have been asphalt-
&l Places where Stations are
still being built, roads are in
pathetic shape Nelther have
barricades been placed
Around constructlion sles,
nor lanes marked. Vehicles
from both directons often
end up using the same lanes.”
Pavements In the anea are
either covered with utility ca-
bles or heaps of mud/gravel
in some other places, foot-
paths are missing or oom-
Rletaly broken, exposing pe-
destrians o huge risks.
Surajit Singha, aresident,
said, “The stretch from Inor-
Dt mall towarms Vydeh! Hos-
pital is bad. | had oven raised
i complaint on Sahayva app
After a month or so, they sent
M & messhpe saving e 1S
sue has been resolved. But |
don'tseeany change.”
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Aniruddha Jatkar felicitates B
marshals and pourakarmikas

4 Viny L okesh@imasgroun.com [ T et

few days after acior Aniruddha

Jatkar shamsd piciures of mounds @

of garbagpe on the roads In
Rumaraswamy Layout that had Decome
nuisance for Moorisis and reskdents on
social media, BEMP authorities swang . -
into action to clear it Aniruddha (left] and his wife Keerthi

Aniruddha says, “1 didn’t post those images felicitated 40 pourakarmikas who have been
thinking it would pet a prompt resolotion. Oor working tirelessly to keep the city clean
duty as citizens doesn't end after we cast our voies. Apart ]
from complaining to anthorities whenever we see such black ;
spoits, we need to stop throwing litter in public places o keap
our surroundings clean. Poople nead to stop thinking that it
= the duty powrakarmikas to keep our surroundings clean. ™
To honour the efforts of pownkormikos, the actor and his

wiie Esorihl recently folicitabod some of them. “We fiborgot the
afforts of pourakarmikos who work round-theclock to keep
the oty clean, oven during the times of Covid-19, and thelr
work neads (0 be appreciatod. We did our bl by iBliciiating 40
pocrakarmibas and giving them Deopavall glite ™ he adds.
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/4\COVID-19 DEATHS

(IN LAST 24 HRS)

-y >

" INBENGALURU ©
Total deaths 4,003

ACTIVE CASES: 18,171

ResT OF KARNATAKA 15

lotal deaths 11,529




Advertisers are trying to duck BBMP’s rules after
Karnataka HC banned flexes, hoardings and banners

Palike has another

(Ll e A oL oom

TWEETS @ nng alorel IR DR
 walls could talk, they'd be
selling products. At least that'y
what is happening in namma
Bengaluru
With the ban on hoardings,
flexes and banners in the aty, adver
tsers have found a new space o sell

ri ity N mﬁﬁg*lﬁ
3
18

for products like steel, cement and [ g

wialls of buildings around the city. 5 —iii ; L |

Lt gt (5500
neTs, ﬁrlﬁl-frsl? ::::JTmp in “:l-l'!- } . . { l Gn.nl‘
city. However, it has allowed pumng - H ! TFFI

up |||"|.|'l el uhrml-'mmn at
ey shobers and skywalks,

Talking abwout sdvertisements
oosmiing up on walls of baildings, Sai
[Dartta, & social activise said, “Tt is
q&ain'ﬂ il g A fiew sclveripers
have been trving o misuse i
pilasces for adfvertisemeents of Varions
twanids.”

It mary b recalled thas BEMT
ant boritiey Sl b At W
remove (lexes, hoardings and
berinirs in thee Ciey in .ln.ql.m‘
2018, The BUMME also directed
ward engincers to remave metal
frames put up &t vaniage points
in the city. Many ssch metal
frames were removed but some
Frarmes are sl standing

CONTINUED ON PAGE & ==

advertisements put up at public places
whether they are hoardings, flexes, banners
or wall paintings ~ N Manjunath Frasad BEMP Commissicnsr
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White-topping picks up
from where it left off

Two stretches of ORR will be off-limits for motorists for 40 days as work resumes

I Miwvean Manages
AL TSI MO O

TWEETS ®BangaiorakERRDR

irst the good (or maybe
bad) news: Afer being put
on hold for a irrng time,
white-topping work will
be taken W again. Now
the really bad; Get ready for traf-
e anards & motorisks canmod use
wo stretches of the Outer Ring
Eoad (ORR) fos 40 days as the
Bruhat Bengakuru Mahanagar s
Tiker [RBMTY higing wiork. Skarting
Widnesday, vehicles will not be
allowed 10 ply on one portion of
thae ..irriqu'-wq. it “.i|H|\.I|Ii|:|..|
Myower and Horamavu undenpass,
Bt h thisse sereeches are part of
the 1 1.5%-km white-topping project
which falls on ORR connecting
Tumibur Road w0 Old Madras boasd
wia Hebibal flyover and KR Puram.
The civic body has already
completed work on the 8.7.km
stretch EACEPE mear P.iang.'zla Tech
Park where the flvover s currenithy
betnug comstrscted s well as neara
couple of fyovens and underpass-
et “While-toppalng work i pend
ing near thres !'Ij.'enm and three
underpasses between Mysury
Road 10 Benniganahalll. After
oommepleting work st Babusapalya
and Horamavu, we will wke wp
work in Verannapalva, MNagawara,
Hillhal &l “..Irlllrlll.l'l'll!. |u|ur_' i
sendos BEMP officlal sasd
The BEMP, he said, will be
white-topping the down and up
rammp of the Flyovers while the
1|'r|ui||rr|_|_.'_ peortion of i flyamer
wiill be asphalied
Mherimg the constraction Ill A%,
vehicles will only be allowed on
the service mad
“We are using Mbl concrete,
which takes just seven days lor
curing, The constraction may take
B-10 days We are confident that
work will be rnrnpl-.-tﬂl in both
the places by December 26,7 the
oifficial said

After being stuck for months, white-topping work has begun on Laggers, ORR

While the BEMP has achieved
good progress on white-Aopping
worko on the 11.5-km ORE streach
the officials are yer w complens
almost half of the 10-7-km srerch
o the DER conmecting Mysone
Road and Tumkur moad via
Surnrmanahalli junction

BM raport on Now 13

Watch out for these roads
WriE B Trafmic d R Thrmarli
plan
Ba bursapa bya Myovar
towards Horamevu -  Allowed on service rosd Nowv 3 to Dec §
M-metre
Babusapalya flyover
{owards Hebbal Allowead on service road Dec 6 to Dec 22
Horamivu undarpa 55
towards Habhal - Alowed on service road Nov 1 to Dec T
S-metre
Horamivu undarpa ss
towards Alowed on service road Deo T to Dec 26
Ra mamuirt hynagar

as the road 5 oot very wide.

Last week, BEMP Adminasiraitor
Gauray Gupta haed taken the offi
cials ||'|-¢.'h.:|r;-.- of the whltr'-1l:1|'|-
ping work 10 sk for not complet

Ing the project on time.

“We have resumed the work
between Goraguntapalya and
Summanshalli via Laggere,” the
official =aid. qullng that the
stretch between BEL Circle and
Corzguntapabya has been dropyped
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Covid has claimed 4,003 in city so far

| SridharVivan
dtime sgrou p.com

TWEETS imriciharvalif DR
n Sunday, Bengalumn cre-

apied vhe dubiows reooed
of 4,000 Covid deaths,
becoming the city with
the third-highest death wll in
the country afier Delhi (7,.243)
ardl Mbuwmibai (105420, Revigahar
has 3.57 lakh cases a5 of now and
4,008 deaths. Bant the commolation
s that bor the last few davs deaths
in the ciy have been reduced o
sinygli=igit figume
By May, the city had just 12
dieaths, But, from there on it was
grim. In June, 83 desths were

Lowest tally in months

like the city hit the peak in mid-
October and since then the cases

Berualury recorded its iow- hawe been reducing. With the
ot Convid tally in the lest Tow et tions im wotal cases, the nume-
months with BAD new coses ber of deaths oo is

on Sunday. However, the dip e risasing thanagh it

I cases B a0 Mt iribuled s v carly o say as

tolow testing. Earmataka the health depart- .
reported 1,566 fresh cases ments death data is

thereby taking the tols to never updated on the

L 1] .'I:'l;‘:;:‘-m:"“ sarme day as theey ind ludee

iRl haRpita a kot of backlog cases,” a

[Lal = .

deains to 1505, Hee saicl that with Dibwali end-

recorded, 962 in July, 950 in
Auguast, 971 in Soptember and 897
in October. "As af now, it leoks

ing on Monday, we need o wait
and waich for a few weeks as to
hiow thie casss will progres in the
mear future,

“If the cases continue to sy

b, thiem #hee Jeaths can b wndes
contrel. However, il there is a
Delhi-like scenatio here, which is
u severe Ehind wave, then the cases
may also sparal in the dty and
this may ale cansd a high
dheath rae,” he sakd
According o
Earnataka State war

ratality ravte in
Karmataka is 1.3 pey
centwhileitis 1.1 per

cent in Bengaluru. However,
iri the Lest seven days, the Geality
rate in Bengaluru has reduced 1o
(L& per cent | Karmataka )9 per
centl, which is drhn:h.-l:v a !nnd
sgn.
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Palike is hitting the

CONTINUED FROM PAGET
Kecenily, BEMP Commisiloner N
SManjunath Prasad issued a cimualar
direciing the Jolni Comminsionen
and Chief Engineers of eight aones
of the civic body 1o register cases
against those responsible for paini

ing, walls with advertisemenis,

"1 have directed ithe Joimi
Commissionen (Jls) and the (e
Engineers {CEs) to remove [llegal
advertisemenis. Puiting up lexes,
banners and hoarshngs is banred in
ihae & r'h.l | Hawi dinscbisd the PCs amil
ICEs fov regisier cases agadnd advenis-
ing agencies doing this,” BEMP
iCommissione vold imeadia persons

However, social activists want the
BENMT Cowrhfimissionses jo erdure ihal
the clecular is implemented by the
s @il whve TF s withaoust any fear or
tavoms. =1 wiani thils Cleculai ok 1o be
ireated like any other circular. The
s @iw] CFS ifvnsd Irr||1h'-||||.-||l R
Commissiones's orders and take
action againsi those responsible far
painiing sidvertisemenis on walls of

berilidings,* snid Diatia

K Maihad, who played a key robe
i podnting out how the BEMT lost
pevir wonrt ) Crores of oS Jusir
to the advertiser mala, told
Beengalosre Mirmor thiat the aivertiser
mafia has made a comeback desplte
ihe High Conrt ban on ilbegal hoand-
illH'I._ Flmes aim] Bsaiisers

*1 have also complained o the
REM P Commissioner agninst the ille-
gal wall painilngs recenily. The

P6

wall with adverts

Al R TG 51 ) LRI A K

BRMWT Cowrymisadoner has assored mae
that he will look R the matber."
Sl thiad saikd

The BEMT Commdassioner has
macke [ chear that advertisements ai
|,1|.|Il-ii1 FI'IH. w8 wonild he .lh_'_ii.ﬂ & tHhie
comert opder. “Action will be taken
againsd the ilegal advertdisements pud
up ai public pleces whether they ane
hoaridings, Hexes, banners or wall
paintings,” the BEMT Commissiones
sl




THE ECONOMIC TIMES

State Reports
1,565 New
Cases of Covid

OurBureau

Bengalurn: Karnataka on Sun-
day reported 1,565 fresh Covid-19
cases and 21 deaths, taking the in-
fection count to 861,647 and toll to
11,529, the health department said.

The total infections also include
822,953 recoveries with 2,363 peo-
ple getting cured of Covid and dis-
charged in the past 24 hours.

Bengaluru accounts for 840 of the
fresh cases, taking the cumulative
Covld cases to 357,280, The clty al-
s0 recorded six deaths on Sunday.
Barring Bengaluru city, all other
districts reportad less than 100 ca-
ses, Chitradurga with 52 cases was
the district with second-hlghest
cases to be reported on Sunday, af-
tor Bengalurn.

The state’s positivity rate, that is
the number of positlve cases as
apainst the total tests done on a
day, was 1.5%. The case fatality ra-
teisat1.3%.
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